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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the first office action is responsive to Claims filed September 6, 2006. 
Claims 1-16 are pending in the application with Independent Claims 1 and 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 -6, 8-1 4 and 1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Suzuki, US Patent Application Publication 2002/0057259. 

As in Independent Claim 1 , Suzuki teaches a method comprising: detecting a 
touch on one of said plurality of keys (Par. 9); displaying on said display, in response to 
the detection of a touch on one key, a pop-up display of a representing information 
representing the touched key (Par. 10); detecting a depression of the touched key (Par. 
11); and entering data assigned to said touched key (Fig. 4, ie. Ref. S33). 

As in Independent Claim 9, Suzuki teaches an apparatus comprising: a touch 
detecting arrangement operable to detect a touch on one of said plurality of keys(Par. 
9); a displaying arrangement operable to display on said display, in response to the 
detection of a touch on one key, a pop-up display of a representing information 
representing the touched key (Par. 10); a depression detecting arrangement operable to 
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detect a depression of the touched key(Par. 11); and an entering arrangement operable 
to enter data assigned to said touched key (Fig. 4, ie. Ref. S33). 

As in Claims 2 and 10, Suzuki teaches the representing information is the 
indicator (Fig. 3). 

As in Claims 3 and 1 1 , Suzuki teaches the representing information is a number 
assigned to the key (Fig. 6). 

As in Claims 4 and 12, Suzuki teaches the representing information is a 
character assigned to the key (Fig. 7). 

As in Claims 5 and 13, Suzuki teaches the representing information is a plurality 
of characters assigned to the key (Par. 55). 

As in Claims 6 and 14, Suzuki teaches the representing information is a function 
assigned to the key (Fig. 6). 

As in Claims 8 and 16, Suzuki teaches the pop-up display is displayed for a 
predetermined period of time (Par. 55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 7 and 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki, US Patent Application Publication 2002/0057259 and further in view of Grover 
et al., US Patent 5818437, hereinafter Grover. 

As in Claims 7 and 15, Suzuki teaches after data entering, displaying on said display, in 
response to the detection of depress, a regular display in which the entered data is 
displayed together with previously entered data. 

Suzuki teaches a method and apparatus for detecting a touch on one of said 
plurality of keys; displaying on said display, in response to the detection of a touch on 
one key, a pop-up display of a representing information representing the touched key; 
detecting a depression of the touched key; and entering data assigned to said touched 
key (See rejection of Claims 1 and 9 supra). While Suzuki teaches a touch key to 
display a pop-up representing the touched key and an entry of the key when depressed, 
they fail to explicitly teach the regular display of entered data with previously entered 
data as recited in the claims. In the same field of the invention, Grover teaches a data 
input method with key functionality similar to that of Suzuki. In addition, Grover further 
teaches after data entering, displaying on said display, in response to the detection of 
depress, a regular display in which the entered data is displayed together with 
previously entered data (Fig. 1 and corresponding text). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Suzuki and Grover before him at 
the time the invention was made, to modify the a touch key to display a pop-up 
representing the touched key and an entry of the key when depressed taught by Suzuki 
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to include the entry of key data to display data along with previously entered data of 
Grover, in order to obtain a touch key to display a pop-up representing the touched key 
and an entry of the key when depressed, and after data entering, displaying on said 
display, in response to the detection of depress, a regular display in which the entered 
data is displayed together with previously entered data. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because continuing message entry for user 
recall would have been obtained, as taught by Grover. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 1 (c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach similar key selection and display signifying previews to alert the user of 
the function of the button they may be selecting. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SARA M. HANNE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4135. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am-4:00pm, off on 
alternating Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WEILUN LO can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sara M Hanne/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2179 



